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The Todd Coyle Trio I Told You This Would Happen (Independent) The digital age has expanded our consciousness in a number of ways, among them adding certain words into our collective lexicon. One of those words – morphing, the process of seamlessly transforming a thing or idea into something entirely different, is a word commonly used to describe those things that seem to incorporate a number of disparate elements over time. Now, envision if you will Eric Clapton, Little Feat, The Allman Brothers and Delbert McClinton all morphed together and you just may have something resembling The Todd Coyle Trio’s disc, I Told You This Would Happen. Todd’s voice immediately invokes images of Eric Clapton’s Unplugged era but his acoustic guitar is much more rooted in homegrown Appalachia than Eric’s blues. The core instrumentation of the disc is acoustic guitar, bass and percussion, but this is frequently augmented with viola, violin, harmonica and very tasteful backing vocals. On the up-tempo lament “La Busqueda D’un Amante (A Lover’s Search)”, Todd relinquishes the Spanish-sung vocals to Natalia Cummings whose appeal lies in her convincing yet sexy, Castilian delivery. By contrast, “Don’t Run Away” could be a lullaby; a peaceful escape where all a man needs is a hammock stretched out between two trees and the love of a good woman. Todd also shares the vocal duties with the other Trio members, Steve Kemp and Dave Hines. It’s not clear who sings on which track, suffice it to say that one of them lends a decidedly less-nasal Tom Petty aesthetic to “Don’t Run Away” and “Sometimes”, the latter featuring contrapuntal trade-offs with Natalia Cummings and the other backup vocalists. “Watching You Watch” is a lazy moonshine stroll with a Little Feat, N’awlins vibe, but it’s the down-home violin that really pulls on the ole’ heart strings. The CD’s final cut “Bring Me Some Candy” keeps it deep south with some delta blues bottleneck and Leadbelly-tinged crooning. The relative east with which The Todd Coyle Trio weaves these myriad styles into their own blend to create such strong material makes up for the few rough spots on the disc. Occasionally the drums and percussion seem to be at odds which each other, most notably on “The George Song” where the two factions are at times out of synch. That aside, I Told You This Would Happen comes at a period when good-time music like this really hits the spot. Morph power to you, guys…. -Dave DeMarco
